Hardaway High School Orchestra Policies

Angelia Davis, Director

Davis.Angelia.D@muscogee.k12.ga.us
706 – 748 – 2766
http://hardawayhighschoolorchestra.weebly.com 
Welcome to the Hardaway High School Orchestra.  I have some exciting plans for the 2018-2019 school year, and I am looking forward to getting to know all of you.  Below you will find important information regarding class requirements, grading policies, concert dates, etc.  Please read the information carefully, fill out the final page and return tomorrow.
Required Materials for Class

· Instrument

· Shoulder Rest (violin/viola) 
· End pin stop (cello/bass)
· Music folder to keep music in order and protected

· Rosin

· Pencil 
Students will be required to bring these materials to class every day.  Failure to bring them will result in points being deducted from their daily participation grade.  
Behavior Policy
In our classroom, students will be expected to:

1. Be in your seat with your instrument, music and other supplies ready for tuning by five minutes after the bell rings.  Be certain to complete the “Do Now” assignment during tuning time.

**We will follow the school tardy policy for those that do not wish to comply

2. Do not bring food, drinks or gum into the classroom or the auditorium.  

3. Do not talk or play your instrument at inappropriate times – when the director is talking, when another student is talking, when other students are working on specific sections of music.

4. Follow simple rehearsal requests made by the director at all times.  This ensures that class will move along smoothly and each student will be able to hear and respond to any direction given.  An example would be to stop playing when asked.

Consequences:

1st offense – student will receive a verbal warning from the director

2nd offense – student will have a conference with the director so the student is fully aware of what is going on and knows that if the behavior continues, further action will be taken.

3rd offense – student will receive detention and parents will be notified

If the student does not report to detention at the appropriate time, parents will be called again and the detention doubled.

If these measures do not improve student behavior, the student will be referred to the office.

***Note: To play in the orchestra, members must keep their fingernails short in order to maintain a proper playing position on their instruments. Please do not invest in acrylic nails; I will have to ask that they be removed, even at Prom time.  If they are not, disciplinary action will have to be taken.  It is not possible for a string player to play correctly with long fingernails.

Grading Policy
25% of your grade comes from daily grades for class participation, responsibility, attitude, effort and following rehearsal procedures.

Each day’s activities are graded.  Students are expected to come to class prepared every day - with their instrument, music and other equipment (shoulder rest or endpin stop, rosin, music and pencil) and to follow the Orchestra Policy at all times.  A grade of 100 will be given to each student daily.  

**If your instrument is in the repair shop, I need a signed note from a parent/guardian so you won’t loose points.  

15% of your grade comes from a practice record.

Home practice is required, not optional.  Each week a practice record will be turned in on Monday.  100 minutes per week are the minimum.  This can be done easily in 20 minutes per day Monday through Friday.  For every 10 minutes under the required 100, your practice record grade will be lowered by 10 points.  

**Extra credit:  Anyone who practices more than the required 100 minutes per week can receive extra credit for the time spent.  Each 5 minutes beyond the required 100 will receive 2 extra credit points.  

50% of your grade comes from performances – concerts, in class playing exams, after school rehearsals and written tests
1. Written and performance tests will be given during class.  
2. Because the orchestra is a performing organization, participation in all performances is mandatory and students will receive a test grade for these performances.  Failure to attend a performance will result in a failing performance grade for that 9-week grading period.  This will dramatically affect your student’s overall grade.

**Unless it is a regional game, practices or games will not be excused absences from a performance.

**School suspension or arrest is not an excused absence.

NOTE: You will not be allowed to perform with the group if you do not have the proper concert attire.  The performance grade will be lowered if you attend but are not appropriately dressed.

3. After school rehearsals will also count as a test grade.  A schedule will be given to you with plenty of time for you to make arrangements.  

**Extra-curricular activities will not be an excused absence UNLESS you bring me a schedule with your sponsor’s signature on it and the conflict circled.  This must be turned in to me BEFORE the conflict occurs.  

10% of your grade comes from daily written assignments and homework. Students should bring their notebook to class daily, keeping all assignments that are given as well as building a reference book of musical information that they will use throughout the year.  Written assignments will be given regularly and occasionally there will be homework.  
Orchestra Fundraisers
All orchestra students are expected to participate in orchestra fundraisers.  Parents may choose to make a ‘fair-share’ donation to the orchestra in lieu of fundraiser participation.

Fundraisers provide funding for major orchestra purchases such as instruments, repairs to school instruments, music, equipment and technology purchases.
Uniform Policy

Formal:

Ladies – long black dress that we will order very soon, black dress shoes (no flip flops)
Gentlemen – black tuxedo, white tux shirt, bow tie and black dress shoes

Casual:

Orchestra t-shirt and jeans. ($10 due at same time as dress/tuxedo payment) 

**Students may not perform without the proper uniform.  As this is a performance-based ensemble, it will affect the student’s grade.

Girls needing a dress, the cost will be $75. (If you are 5’8” or taller you will need to add $5 for a “tall” size)

Boys needing a tuxedo, the cost will be $105. This includes the pants, coat, shirt, tie and cummerbund.
I have a few uniforms available to be rented.  Please ask if this is a better option for you.
All uniform monies are due by Friday, August 31, 2018.
If there are financial difficulties that will require you to need assistance getting the required uniform clothing, please let me know and we will work out something.  I am happy to set up a payment plan with you but I must be contacted by a parent as soon as possible so we can work it out.
Concert Dates and Attire

Since all concerts and rehearsals are required for this class, these are the dates of events for the school year.  **There may be some changes or additions made to this list which I will inform you of as soon as I can.  Please be understanding and flexible with these changes.  I hope this helps you to plan by letting you know now what is expected for the year.  Please try to avoid planning appointments on these dates.
Required Performances:

Winter Concert, NHS Auditorium



Dec 18

Formal Uniform



We may do this concert exactly like the Spring Concert


(4:30 Dress Rehearsal, Eat pizza around 6:15, clean up, change and tune


Performance at 7:00, Formal Uniform)





Large Group Performance Evaluation



March 6


During the school day, Carver High School, Formal Uniform

Spring Concert, HHS Auditorium




May 16

4:30 Dress Rehearsal, Eat pizza around 6:15, clean up, change and tune


Performance at 7:00, T-shirt and jeans
Optional or Select Group Performances:

Honor Orchestra (see registration sheet for exact times)

Sept 18 and 


Formal Uniform for concert on Saturday evening
September 21-22
All-State Auditions





Oct 13
Magnet Open House (Chamber Orchestra Only)


TBA


Formal Uniform

Solo/Ensemble Performance Evaluation



Sat, April 13

Aaron Cohn Middle School, times TBA 

Dress nicely, no jeans or casual shorts

After School Full Orchestra Rehearsals

Dec 18, 4:30 until with dinner and then concert at 7:00, NHS auditorium 

Feb 12, 3:45-5:15 in band room
Feb 19, 3:45-5:15 in band room

Feb 26, 3:45-5:15 in auditorium

March 5, 3:45-5:15 in auditorium

May 16, 4:30 until with dinner then concert at 7:00, HHS auditorium 


Please plan to pick up your student behind the building (band room side) and on time so that I know your child is safe.  I won’t leave until they are all picked up.
**Sectional Rehearsals will be announced before each performance and are broadly set on the website.  Specific section assignments will be noted at least two weeks before the first sectional.



Please understand that if school events are added or if we are asked by county administration to perform, I may need to add rehearsals to cover them.

Also, depending on strengths or weaknesses of the students, I may need to add or omit dates but will give you at least a two week notice.
***Please fill out this page, sign it and return it for your first homework grade.

Student Information

Student’s Name __________________________________________________

Parent’s Name____________________________________________________

Street Address ___________________________________________________

City _____________________    Zip ___________________

Home Phone Number _______________________________

Parent’s Work number______________________________

Parent’s Cell number______________________________

Parent’s email address _____________________________________________

Student’s email address ____________________________________________

I have allowed my student’s photograph to be placed on the school website or other media.    Yes __________    No_________

Comments or Questions:  ___________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

I have received the Orchestra Handbook and as an Orchestra member agree to abide by its terms and help other members do the same. 

Student’s Signature ________________________________________________

Date _________________________________

I have received and discussed the Orchestra Handbook with my child.

Parent’s Signature _________________________________________________

Date _________________________________
